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All Complaints are different. 



WHAT CONSTITUTES A PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCE?

• Must have a public health significance
– Prevent the spread of disease

OR

• Be written specifically in Ohio Code.
– Open dumping of Solid Waste, C&DD, Scrap tires…

– Food Safety Code

– Sewage Regulations



SOME agencies that we have partnered with:

- Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
- Ohio Department of Health
- Ohio Department of Agriculture
- Ohio Department of Natural Resources
- US Environmental Protection Agency
- Canton Air Pollution Control Office
- Stark County Prosecutor’s Office
- Stark County Auditor’s Office
- Stark County Commissioners
- Local Zoning
- Local Law Enforcement
- Stark Soil and Water Conservation District
- Stark Tuscarawas Wayne Joint Solid Waste Management District
- Stark County Jobs and Family Services

- Adult Protective Services
- Child Protective Services



- Solid Waste
- Construction and Demolition Debris
- Scrap Tires



Open Dumping – Solid Waste
Prohibited by Ohio Revised and Ohio Administrative Codes

Not an approved form
of pest control



Open Dumping of Construction and Demolition Debris 
- Prohibited by Ohio Revised Code and Ohio Administrative Code
- By definition, spent railroad ties are considered C&DD
- Over 60,000 Railroad ties were deposited here





SCRAP TIRE DUMPING
Prohibited by Ohio Revised and 
Administrative Codes

A company must be registered with OEPA to haul more than 10 tires



Yard waste disposal is regulated by ORC and OAC























- Complaint is received - Inspection conducted
- Sanitarian Order Issued if the complaint is justified
- Non compliance of Sanitarian Order results in a Public Health Order
- Non Compliance of the Public Health Order results in the County 

Prosecutor’s Office filing a case with  the Stark County Court System



The Following Slides are an Example of 
the Stark County Health Department’s 

Abatement Process

EXAMPLE – 2887 NEWMONT, PIKE TOWNSHIP



We receive a complaint:

- It gets logged into our database  and tracked by Parcel Number.
- It is reviewed and assigned to a Environmental Health Specialist





DELAYS IN THE ABATEMENT PROCESS

• Complaint must be a Public Health Nuisance
• Not all nuisances or “eye-sores” are public health 

nuisances;
• Due Process;
• Delays achieving compliance occur when:

• Property owner is deceased,
• Owner has abandoned the property,
• No Service address,
• Owner is in jail,
• Owner has been ill or in the hospital,
• Signs posted  - No Trespassing – Private Property –

Trespassers will be shot.

• NOTES: Progress being made, but at a slower pace.



SANITARIAN ORDER –

This is the first enforcement letter that is 
part of the due process.

It is sent to the property owner, resident, 
or entity listed as the Tax Mailing Address 
from the Auditor’s Office.

The S.O. states the code section that is 
being violated, and gives a timeframe to 
address the violation.



PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER –

This is the second enforcement letter that 
is part of the due process.

The P.H.O. is sent if the issues from the 
Sanitarian Order were not addressed.

It is sent to the property owner, resident, 
or entity listed as the Tax Mailing Address 
from the Auditor’s Office.

The P.H.O. is signed by the Health 
Commissioner and states the code section 
that is being violated, and gives an 
additional timeframe to address the 
violation.



COMPLAINT PACKAGE –

This is the third phase of the enforcement 
process.

If the violation(s) have not been addressed 
in the timeframe of the P.H.O., then a 
Complaint Package is prepared and 
relinquished to the Stark County 
Prosecutor’s office.



COURT FILING –

If the Political Subdivision is willing to 
“partner” with the Health Department, we 
name them in the lawsuit.



COURT JUDGEMENT  –

the Political Subdivision is granted access 
to abate the nuisance and put it on the 
property tax.







Industrial Excess Landfill (IEL) – Uniontown, Ohio - Lake Township
1,4 Dioxane groundwater contamination



Industrial Excess Landfill (IEL) – Uniontown, Ohio - Lake Township
1,4 Dioxane groundwater contamination
Residential wells that were tested



LEGALITIES
Federal statues and procedures that the USEPA must adhere
Local Board of Health – Private Water Systems Code (OAC 3701-28-08(A))

• Consent to sample wells that are still present
If contamination is present

Abate wells and,
Connect to municipal water

• Property owners that do not consent
Informative letters
Potential enforcement

• Property owners that do not want to abandon well, but consent to 
municipal water connection

Variance request to OAC 3701-28

Industrial Excess Landfill (IEL) – Uniontown, Ohio - Lake Township
1,4 Dioxane groundwater contamination



Ohio Administrative Code 3701-28-08(A)

If the department or board of health determines that any private water system, any 
part thereof, or any appurtenance thereto, is being maintained in such a fashion, has 
deteriorated to such an extent, has been abandoned, that a safety hazard exists or 
contaminants might enter ground water or the potable water supply so as to 
constitute a public health hazard, the department or board of health shall order such 
work to be performed on the private water system as is deemed necessary to 
prevent contamination of the ground water or the supply to protect public health or 
safety. If there is known groundwater contamination in an area, the board of health 
or the department may require access be provided for sampling of a private water 
system in that area for such parameters as are necessary to determine if the private 
water system is impacted by or contributing to the contamination, and may order 
such work as is necessary to ensure that the existing private water system does not 
contribute to the transport of the contamination.













UNKEPT POOLS

• Mosquito breeding areas
– Prevent the spread of 

Mosquitoborne diseases











Rats, Mice, and Rodents



Rat tunnels under a dog house



Evidence of rodent activity – “runners”



Evidence of rodents - feces



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?



OVER 80 LIVE CATS WERE REMOVED, AND 
NUMEROUS DEAD ONES AS WELL.



You never know what is 
behind the door…



BEDBUGS

Bedbugs do not carry 
disease and therefore 
are not a Public Health 
Nuisance.



OTHER TYPES OF COMPLAINTS
INVESTIGATED BY THE STARK COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Restaurants
- Illnesses
- Cleanliness











OTHER TYPES OF COMPLAINTS
INVESTIGATED BY THE STARK COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Sewage



5,500 gallons
Of sewage pumped 
from the basement













PET WASTE







East Palestine train derailment February 2023
Blue circle is 1 mile radius of evacuation








